




co11cept being applied to eqt1ine parasite control however 

results f or s111all strongyles egg shedding by horses, 

ponies and zebra sl1ow reduced faecal egg cot1nts so there 

is potential to integrate such metl1ods with otl1er parasite 

co11trol practices. Dr. Pellikaan (Wage11ingen University) 

explained another possible approach to redt1cing parasite 

infections in horses, which has bee11 taken from research 

in rmninants. Ta.nnins are complex compot1nds fot1nd 

in so1ne plant species. Tannins were previously thot1gl1t 

to l1ave l1a1n1ful eff ects when consmned by anin1als, but 

research has now shown tl1at some tannins have anti­

inflammatory, antioxida11t, and antimicrobial properties. Dr 

Pellikaan explained that some tannins are able to bi11d to 

parasite larvae witl1in the gastrointestinal tract, preventing 

the parasite life cycle from continuing. Legu1ne plants 

sucl1 as Sainfoin are potential sources of sucl1 tannins, or 

feeding a supple1nent or feed containing tannin extracts is 

another potential option. Although these 11ew n1ethods of 

controllit1g parasite infectio11s are still in tl1e experinlental 

stages, it is excelle11t to see research into tl1is important 

area. As the research continues and more knowledge and 

evidence is gained it is hoped sucl1 practices will integrate 

vvith the monitorit1g a11d 111anage111ent practices already 

utilised, with the overall aim of redt1cing parasite resistance 

to a11thel1nintics, and consequently parasite infections in 

ot1r l1orses. 
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